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EDITORIAL
A progress report
Almost 18 months have passed since the official publica-
tion of the International Society of Nephrology first ap-
peared under its new name, Kidney International. It therefore
seems appropriate to offer an account of the current state
of the Journal's affairs and to assess its progress toward
the final objective, namely, universal acceptance as the
respected spokesman for the broadest possible range of
interests within international nephrology, a categorical
journal of excellence that will appeal to clinicians and
investigators alike.
At the outset, it must be acknowledged that any journal's
reputation and success will be determined eventually by the
scope and quality of its content. However, in the case of a
young journal whose patterns of content are limited in
duration and not yet firm, initial judgments should perhaps
be based on a parallel and supplemental examination of
those facets of a journal's life that are not always evident
between the covers of past issues. Accordingly, it is the
primary purpose of this report to provide additional insight
into selected editorial activities that have thus far surround-
ed the production of Kidney International. In so doing, it is
hoped that the readership will become acquainted more fully
with certain factors that have influenced the Journal's
present posture, as well as the nature of possible barriers
that must be surmounted if future goals are to be achieved.
It was not without some trepidation that the stewardship
of the Society's Journal was assumed by the new Editor and
Assistant Editors in July, 1971. The responsibility for
guiding the Society's Journal into the ninth year of its
existence was accepted with enthusiastic optimism but there
were many occasions when that optimism was strained
enormously by a concern that severe constraints to future
success might well derive from the adoption of a new name,
the acquisition of a new publisher, the introduction of a new
format, a necessary limitation on the number of pages of
text that could be supplied by the publisher for an agreed
subscription price, and a transition from bimonthly to
monthly publication with its attendant requirement for an
increased subscription fee and a greater flow of first-rate
manuscripts. Despite potential obstacles such as these, the
first issue of January, 1972, was somehow assembled on
schedule and all subsequent issues have since appeared with
regularity. The supply of good manuscripts has now risen
so rapidly that strenuous effort must be directed toward the
acquisition of additional pages of text in order that as many
manuscripts as possible can be accepted and published with-
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in a reasonable period. There is much that remains to be
accomplished, but clear evidence is now emerging which
suggests that the Journal is vigorous and healthy and that
its future is promising indeed. This note of cautious opti-
mism could not have been sounded in so short a time with-
out the unstinting and constant support of innumerable
clinicians and investigators throughout the world. It is
they who deserve the largest share of credit for whatever
measure of success the Journal has enjoyed thus far.
The total circulation of the Journal had risen to 2,490
by the end of calendar year 1972 (including approximately
1,831 member subscribers, a figure that was at least 65%
higher than that recorded during any preceding year in the
history of the Society's Journal). The total circulation figure
for 1972 closely approximated the extrapolated projection
of 2,500 that was presented to the Society's membership at
its triennial Congress in Mexico City. At that time, based
on an analysis of a total circulation of 2,135 on August 31,
1972, the Journal was being distributed to 1,617 member
subscribers, 72 non-member subscribers, and 452 insti-
tutional subscribers. Of these, 63.2% were located in North
America, 22.7% in Europe, 7.9% in Asia, 2.7% in Central
and South America, 1.7% in Africa and the Middle East,
and 1.7 % in Australia and New Zealand. In absolute terms,
the largest number of subscribers per country was provided,
in descending order, by the United States, Japan, Ger-
many, Canada and France (1,226, 153, 99, 96 and 83 sub-
scribers, respectively). Subscription data for 1973 are ob-
viously incomplete but all available indicators imply that
total circulation for 1973 will clearly exceed that for 1972.
Figures such as those above are far in excess of initial ex-
pectations and the Editors can only hope that they reflect,
at least in part, an early sign of peer approval.
Another view of current progress (and future chal-
lenge as well) is provided by an examination of the
number and character of submitted manuscripts. Important
observations have emerged despite the fact that past ex-
perience is still too brief for future trends to have been
identified with clarity, at least in terms of content. Between
July 1, 1971, when the Editors first assumed their new
responsibilities, and September 15, 1972, the Editorial
Office received 304 differing types of manuscripts for its
consideration (almost 50 of these manuscripts had been
submitted to the former Editors of the Society's Journal
prior to July 1, 1971; overall, the number included 275
full-length manuscripts and 11 Technical Notes). Of the
entire number, 42% were accepted and 58 % were rejected.
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A total of 254 manuscripts was received during calendar
year 1972, a figure that can be compared with the 88 new
submissions that were received by the Society's Journal
during the last year of its existence under another name.
Of those manuscripts submitted during 1972, 35% have
been accepted, 58 % have been rejected and 7 % are still in
the midst of revision or peer review at the time of this
writing. The final acceptance rate for 1972 submissions will
almost certainly fall between 36 and 39%. Based on further
analysis of the rate of new receipts during the most recent
five-month period (October, 1972 through February, 1973),
it seems likely that at least 325 new submissions will be
received during calendar year 1973. The numerical trend
for new submissions is clearly upward and it has been
gratifying to note that their rising number includes a large
sample of manuscripts that is increasingly high in quality.
The ability of a small-staffed Editorial Office to operate
effectively under a growing load of manuscripts can be
attributed most emphatically to the wonderful cooperation
of 309 talented referees from all over the world who have
given of their time so generously. Their dedicated partici-
pation has been such that the length of time between sub-
mission and the initial editorial response has been kept to
an acceptable average of 31 days. In addition, almost one-
third of all manuscripts have been reviewed by at least
one referee outside the United States, a figure which closely
parallels that for the fractional receipt of manuscripts from
countries other than the United States. The policy of uti-
lizing referees throughout the world will be continued;
requests for assistance in the reviewing process will be
directed to an increasingly broad base of expertise, both
within and without the United States, in order that pro-
vincialism can be avoided and the Journal's proper inter-
nationality can be preserved.
Overall, from the aforementioned milieu of manuscripts,
the Society's Journal was able to publish 75 full-length
papers during its first year of existence as Kidney Inter-
national, an average of 6.25 full-length manuscripts per
issue. The number of published manuscripts during 1972
alone almost equalled 40% of the total number that the
Society's Journal had been able to accommodate during the
preceding eight years of its existence. The availability of
good manuscripts has risen to the point that a larger num-
ber of full-length papers could now be included in each
issue, assuming that a sufficient number of additional pages
can be made available. If not, the Editorial Office will have
no alternative but to establish its priorities and deny the
publication of a certain amount of acceptable material.
Otherwise, the delay between acceptance and publication
will gradually become intolerably long. Thus far, the Edi-
tors have managed to acquire 170 additional pages of text
during 1973. Even so, increased selectivity seems likely in
the future.
Two hundred and seventy-five full-length original man-
uscripts were received between July 1, 1971 and September
15, 1972. Of these, 61 % originated within the United States
and 28% were European in origin. Of the 75 full-length
manuscripts that were published during 1972, 69% and
23 % were U.S.A. and European in origin, respectively.
Although the Editors are deeply desirous of even greater
international representation within the Journal's pages,
they were pleased that the fraction of published manuscripts
from differing geographic areas reflected the fractional
receipt of manuscripts from those same areas so closely.
Nevertheless, it must be admitted that the obvious balance
between receipts and acceptances from differing areas of the
world did not occur by editorial design, despite the fact
that its occurrence was welcome and served to underscore
the Journal's international responsibilities. Quality of con-
tent, irrespective of geographic origin, remains the primary
criterion for acceptance. Recently, the number of new sub-
missions from Europe seems to be increasing rather sharply;
hopefully, the same statement can soon be applied to contri-
butions from other areas of the world as well.
In broad terms, the content of 37% of all submitted full-
length manuscripts and Technical Notes (between July,
1971 and September, 1972) dealt with animal-oriented re-
search, 16% were based on in vitro investigation, 44% were
patient or human-oriented while 3 % comprised the content
of a symposium issue whose submission was solicited by the
Editors. On comparison with published content during
1972, it was again interesting to note that the fractional
distribution of submitted and published content was very
similar, i.e., 36% of published full-length manuscripts and
Technical Notes were animal-oriented, 22% dealt with
in vitro investigation, 31 % were human or patient-oriented
while 11 % reflected the content of a single symposium issue.
Much of the content of the latter issue could have been
rightfully included in a human or patient-oriented category.
Still further and more detailed examination of the content
of submitted and published manuscripts continued to
emphasize that published content has very much re-
flected that which has been received. It also has become
equally clear that the major source of support has been
provided by those who are physiologically oriented. In
rather crude terms, 75 % of all submissions have included a
physiological accent within their content whereas 83% of
the published material could be so classified. Only 10%
of all submissions have dealt with some aspect of renal
morphology, at least in part; 16% of published manuscripts
could be categorized similarly. Twenty-six per cent of all sub-
missions were concerned with some aspect of human renal
disease; 23 % of the published content included the same
emphasis. Ten per cent of all submissions included a focus
on experimental renal disease; 10% of the published con-
tent was so directed. To the Editor's dismay, very few sub-
missions have dealt with such obvious areas of interest to
nephrology as clinical immunology (5%), microbiology
(1 %), hypertension (4%), biochemistry of uremia or renal
function (5%) or therapeutics (1 %).
Again, it must be emphasized that the close fractional
relationship between submitted and published content did
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not occur by conscious editorial design. Just as primary
importance will not be assigned to geographic origin,
neither will it be assigned to the orientation of content;
excellence of effort will remain the first consideration.
Nevertheless, it is the relative imbalance of published (or sub-
mitted) content which affords one area of future challenge
to the Editors. It is their contention that the breadth of
interest and activity within international nephrology is not
reflected accurately by an overwhelming preponderance of
receipts from those who are physiologists or physiologically
oriented. Furthermore, it is not their intent or desire to
create a journal that is the exclusive domain of the physio-
logist. Instead, it is their objective to assist in the develop-
ment of a broad-based journal that will accommodate ex-
cellence from many areas of endeavor. By the same token,
good physiology will continue to be sought and welcomed
and, just for the sake of "balance," its presentation will not
be compromised by editorial juxtaposition with work of
lesser quality from other disciplines. In fact, it is the wel-
come reservoir of content and support from those who are
physiologically oriented which now makes it much easier
for the Editors to demonstrate their interest in excellence
from other disciplines. Last February's presentation of a
collection of papers with an immunological theme was a
step in that direction, and similar offerings from still other
disciplines are planned for future issues.
Other editorial energies are being directed toward en-
hancing the attractiveness of the Journal's purview to the
widest possible base of international readership, including
the clinical nephrologist as well as the "basic" or "clinical"
scientist. A series of editorials and editorial reviews was
launched in September, 1972, and it will be continued as a
source of continuing education for all. Two symposia will
appear each year on topics of clinical interest; each of them
is intended to provide a critical review of the current "state
of the art" by accenting the presentation of "new" infor-
mation against a background of the "old." The section of
Technical Notes has proved to be increasingly popular and
it will be maintained. Short "Historical Perspectives" of
general interest will continue to appear irregularly. Lastly,
as exemplified in the present issue by advance publication
of the abstracts to be presented at the next annual meeting
of the EDTA in Vienna, the Journal underlines its willing-
ness to serve as a rapid international indicator of work in
progress or just completed. Nevertheless, despite these and
other editorial efforts, the bedrock of the Journal's founda-
tion will continue to be provided by the quality and diversity
of its original manuscripts. Ample quality seems assured in
certain areas but continued effort is required if optimal
diversity of equal excellence is to be achieved. To attain this
goal, the Editors welcome the receipt of superior multi-
disciplinary material from either the clinic or the laboratory,
material that will withstand the vicissitudes of modulated
and constructive peer review when judged against com-
parable work in its field. Excellence can be found in "clini-
cal" papers that derive from the bedside or "research"
manuscripts which originate from observations at the
bench. The Editors welcome both; they ask only that
the author has posed a substantive and kidney-oriented
question, whatever its nature or origin, and that it has been
answered in as complete and sophisticated a fashion as
possible, albeit with tools that may be exceedingly simple
in design.
It may be said that the Editors ask too much from a limit-
ed number of available pages; they choose to feel that such
is not the case and that there is both need and desire for a
broad-based international journal of excellence that will
appeal to both clinicians and investigators. As Cervantes
once admonished in Don Quixote: "he that publishes a
book runs a very great hazard, since nothing can be more
impossible than to compose one that may secure the appro-
bation of every reader." But, given the desire and continued
assistance of the readership, the Editors feel that it may
be possible.
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